General Education Reflection

I came to Iowa State having taken only a few general education classes. I took Criminal Justice and Econ classes in high school through DMACC. The rest of the classes I took at Iowa State were History of the American City, Heroes of Greece and Rome, and Russia Today. 
	These classes have helped me gain a better understanding of topics outside of electrical engineering. I think they help you become a more well-rounded engineer. Taking math and science classes has its benefits, but you get more out of learning when you take non-technical classes alongside them.
	I have learned quite a lot from all of these classes, and it has also helped me decide that I don't want to specialize in them. I wanted to go into law enforcement when I was in high school, but taking the criminal justice classes helped me realize I wanted to go another route. I learned about all the paperwork involved in law enforcement. I did not enjoy that aspect, but there were things I enjoyed in that class. We had a lot of 'lab' like lectures where we would compare fingerprints(on a balloon) and look in the grass for spent bullet casings. These labs helped me with problem-solving. You have to approach things the right way if you want to get them done effectively.
	In high school, I also took econ, and I really enjoyed it. It helped me understand all the terms used to talk about the US economy. Before the class, I had no real understanding of GDP or how companies keep their books. Understanding this can be very helpful when starting large engineering projects. I think this is, without a doubt, the most important gen ed class I took for going into the engineering field. It also introduced me to college-level 'technical' classes.
	The classes I took at Iowa State can all be lumped into one category: history (and why things are the way they are). Russia Today taught me about major events that shaped Russia into what it is Today. The Bolshevik Revolution, Chornobyl, and government housing are all examples of things that are very simple at their core but have extremely complex implications for how Russia became what it is Today. 
	Another class I took at Iowa State was History of the American City. This class, in my eyes, showed the butterfly effect in action: small choices make huge differences. A city's layout can shape its development; If you build a city around cars, then it will be exceedingly hard to change to public transportation in the future. This can be used in engineering practices. If you want to change your design later, keep that in mind when you create it initially. 
	The last gen ed I took was Heroes of Greece and Rome. This one is very hard to relate to engineering. We read two Homer Epics, The Odyssey and The Iliad. These followed Odysseus as he traveled to many islands and encountered all sorts of shanangins. The most important skill learned was understanding people and what makes them do what they do. 






