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Ethics 
	Ethical decisions are not quick turnaround decisions; they need to be thought about, and you should ideally consult someone with previous experience in a similar situation and learn from their mistakes. Many workplaces or institutions have a code of ethics to keep employees in check when it comes to decisions of ethics. 
	In class, we discussed many ethical issues, but the ones that stuck out to me were the ones centered around privacy. Privacy is by far the most fought-over ethical dilemma faced by modern-day engineers. The big question is what constitutes a good reason to violate someone's personal privacy. Do we need court-ordered action to get into someone's phone? Do we need someone's consent before we compile their information into a database to better help medical professionals from making decisions? These are the questions that keep engineers and other professionals up at night thinking if they did the right things. 
	My classmates, for the most part, had the same outlook on many situations as me. The part where some of us differered in when they thought big tech companies should give information to law enforcement agenies to aid in criminal investigations. I find this to be extremely unsettling, considering that you don't know exactly how much information your devices track from you(It is way more than anyone is comfortable with). In situations like this, I understand that some people think differently than me and are okay with their personal information being owned by a company. In a dilemma as fought about as this one, it is safe to say we will never come to a universal consensus on what the correct decision is. Still, there are other situations where it is quite apparent to the vast majority that some solutions to a problem are unethical.  
	This is why we have a 'Code of ethics. It helps to alleviate some of this unrest. If you truly believe you are doing the right thing AND it is within your code of ethics guidelines, you should have no problem sleeping at night. It is a win-win for everyone involved… unless the other person views the situation differently. 
There are six virtues of ethics. They are integrity, honesty, fidelity, charity, reasonability, and self-discipline. I believe that the three most important are integrity, responsibility, and self-discipline. If big tech companies have more integrity, they won't store as much personal information. They are all quite aware that people are uncomfortable with it, but they do it to increase their bottom line and profits. Responsibility, companies that collect information are not responsible for protecting it as stated in their privacy agreement; if they don't hold up their end of the agreement, almost everyone would consider them highly unethical. Self-discipline companies have a considerable impact on the world around them because they can shape it quite substantially. They could endanger many people if they are not careful with their ethics.
